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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in reply to Applicant's response filed 24 March 2008 to the first office action. 

2. Pending claims 1-20 have been examined in this application. 

3. Claims 1 , 1 1 , 1 9 and 20 have been amended. 

Response to the Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,19 and 20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 1-14, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morrill, 
Jr., US 5,991,749 henceforth known as Morrill in further view of McGregor et al., US 6,198,915 B1 
henceforth known as McGregor. 

Examiner's note: Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art of record in 
the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual 
claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully 
the entire reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the content of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Claims 1 and 19: 

With regard to the following limitations: 
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• An account management server operating on a plurality of user accounts. 

• Account manager can transfer account balances between accounts. 

• Account balances are comprised of a measurement of communication time. 

Morrill does not specifically use the term "account management server". However, Morrill in at 
least Column 1 , lines 30-40, and Column 2, lines 1 8-31 discloses a method used to transfer funds 
between different accounts including the steps of expanding the function of a service provider's 
central processing unit to include account and authorization information entered from a cellular 
phone or other wireless communication device. 

McGregor does not specifically use the term "account management server" per se. However, 
McGregor in at least Column 2, lines 11-67 discloses a mobile phone system with mobile phones 
having internal accounting protocol for internal calculation of communication charges on the fly. 
The accounting system includes a complex billing algorithm to account for local charges, roaming 
charges when the mobile phone unit moves from one zone to another. The complex billing 
algorithm can be expanded to accommodate special charges of service providers or called 
stations or special discounts or premiums for data transfer calls. The rate schedule may be 
periodically updated by a wireless communication with a host or service provider. 

McGregor in at least Column 15, lines 23-33 and Column 16, lines 49-67 discloses a Rate 
Information table utilizing a rate per minute of phone usage schedule. The mobile phone unit with 
internal accounting can be implemented into existing wireless communication networks without 
substantial modification. McGregor in at least Column 18, lines 30-57 further discloses usage 
time and a rate schedule to determine the amount of talk time available in the account. 
Therefore, it would be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the well know element of the service provider's central processing unit disclosed in 
Morrill for transferring funds with the well know elements of McGregor for tracking phone usage in 
real time to collectively achieve the predictable results that each provides separately and the 
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results are functionally equivalent to applicant's account management server and the tracking of 
communication time. 

Claim 20: 

With regard to the limitation: 

• Computer readable medium comprises at least one disk and a device. 

Morrill does not specifically disclose a disk. However, Morrill in at least Column 1, lines 30-40 
discloses a cellular phone or other wireless communication device sending function code to a 
central processing unit, which determines the accounts involved in a transaction, and confirming 
the completion of the transaction. McGregor in at least Fig.1, Column 3, lines 35-67 and Column 
4, lines 1-67 discloses a mobile phone accounting system with a personal computer processing 
unit containing a disk drive. Therefore, it would be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the well know element of the service provider's central 
processing unit disclosed in Morrill for transferring funds with the well know elements of 
McGregor for tracking phone usage in real time to collectively achieve the predictable results that 
each provides separately and the results are functionally equivalent to applicant's account 
management server and the tracking of communication time. 

Claim 2: 

With regard to the further limitation of Claim 1: 

• Account user information comprises a plurality of shared users. 

Morrill in at least Column 4, lines 1-5 and lines 13-15 discloses a service agreement between a 
cell phone service provider and a customer allowing account access from other cell phones and 
the transfer of funds between mobile phone accounts. Therefore, it would be obvious, at the time 
of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art to determine that Morrill's invention 
encompasses a plurality of shared users. 
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With regard to the further limitations: 

• Account balance comprises a total balance. 

• Account balance comprises a plurality of balance for different account services. 

• Account balance comprises the financial equivalent of communication time. 

• Account manager server tracks usage, debits and credits to accounts. 

Morrill in at least Column 3, lines 2-35 disclose debits and credits being reflected on a user's 
phone bill and optionally being reflected on a user's bank, credit account with only phone usage 
or transaction charges appearing on the mobile phone statement. Morrill in at least Column 4, 
lines 16-20 further discloses that a user's mobile phone account may have a pre-paid account. 
Therefore, it would be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to determine that Morrill's invention encompasses all the limitations of applicant's invention 
regarding accounts and account balances. 

Claims 10-13: 

With regard to the further limitations: 

• Account has account authorization via password via keypad input, voice or system 
recognition. 

• Authorization is performed over-the-air. 

Morrill in at least Column 1, lines 41-44 and lines 48-58 discloses a personal identification 
number or other method to verify identity and authorize access to a secured location by entering 
the entering the user's identity via a wireless communication device's keypad. Therefore, it would 
be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art to determine that 
Morrill's invention encompasses all the limitations of applicant's invention regarding authorized 
access to an account. 
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Claim 14: 

With regard to the further limitation of Claim 10: 

• A transaction point allowing users to manage various accounts. 

Morrill in at least Column 2, lines 18-31 discloses a cellular phone or other wireless 
communication device being coupled to a service provider's cell antenna and then via landline to 
a CPU (central processing unit) to conduct transactions between various accounts. Therefore, it 
would be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art to determine 
that Morrill's invention encompasses all the limitations of applicant's invention regarding users 
accessing various accounts. 

2. Claims 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morrill, Jr., US 
5,991,749 henceforth known as Morrill. 

Claim 15: 

With regard to the limitations: 

• An account management server operating on a plurality of user accounts. 

• Account manager can transfer account balances between accounts. 

Morrill does not specifically use the term "account management server". However, Morrill in at 
least Column 1 , lines 30-40, and Column 2, lines 1 8-31 discloses a method used to transfer funds 
between different accounts including the steps of expanding the function of a service provider's 
central processing unit to include account and authorization information entered from a cellular 
phone or other wireless communication device. 



Claims 16-18: 

With regard to the further limitations: 
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• Account has account authorization via password via keypad input, voice or system 
recognition. 

• Authorization is performed over-the-air. 

Morrill in at least Column 1, lines 41-44 and lines 48-58 discloses a personal identification 
number or other method to verify identity and authorize access to a secured location by entering 
the entering the user's identity via a wireless communication device's keypad. Therefore, it would 
be obvious, at the time of the invention, to a person of ordinary skill in the art to determine that 
Morrill's invention encompasses all the limitations of applicant's invention regarding authorized 
access to an account. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to PAUL DANNEMAN whose telephone number is (571)270-1863. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 6AM-5PM Fri. off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Florian Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
3627 

/Paul Danneman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
30 May 2008 



